Rain Barrel Fact Sheet

What is a rain barrel?

A rain barrel is used to catch water flowing from your gutters. Rain Barrels re-
duce the amount of storm water runoff by collecting roof runoff and storing the
water for future use.

How does it work?

The rain barrel is placed near a roof downspout outlet.
The barrel is then connected to the downspout by a
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Maintaining a rain barrel

Rain barrels are relatively maintenance free during the

spring and summer months.

+ Position the rain barrel at an area close to the
downspout, where fand slopes away from the
foundation.

Standing water can be a favourable place for mosquitoes, please take these

precautions to reduce mosquito breeding habitat.

+ Keep the piece of fine mesh secured around opening of barrel.

» Keep your barrel free of organic material.

« One tablespoon of olive oil in your water will keep mosquitoes from
breeding in the barrel.

Water quality — rain barrel water quality is not a major concern uniess the

water is intended to be consumed. Please do not use as a potable water

source. Children and pets should not be allowed to drink from the rain barrel.

Winter care of a rain barrel |

-In cold weather, take your rain barrel out of operation. When water freezes, it
expands, possibly cracking your barrel or hose. '
:Disconnect your rain barrel for the winter months. Store upside down so it will
fully drain and remain relatively clean.

Benefits and Uses!

. Cost-effective aiternative to using tap water for watering yards and gardens.
« Reduces peak volume and velocity of stormwater runoff to streams

and storm sewer systems.

» Help to reduce peak water demand during summer months.

« Applicable to all types of sites (residential/commercialindustriai).
» Takes advantage of already existing source of fresh rainwater.

» Inexpensive to install and maintain.
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